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Executive Summary 
 
A National Content Standard (NCS) for RE was published by the Religious 
Education Council of England and Wales in October 2023. 

 
The NCS is a non-statutory document that aims to provide a benchmark for high-
quality RE in the style of a National Curriculum Programme of Study 
 
1 Recommendation(s) that SACRE: 

1.1 Agree to contact the CEOs of Academy Trusts with schools in Thurrock 
to ask them if they would consider recommending the National Content 
Standard to all their academies. 
 

2 Introduction And Background: 
 

2.1        The data SACRE has discussed over many years shows the level and quality 
of provision for RE is inconsistent. One of the key reasons for this is that most 
schools in Thurrock are academies and are not required to follow the local 
Agreed Syllabus. In the past, this syllabus was the means by which SACRE 
could encourage schools who were providing high quality provision and hold 
to account, those who were not.  
 

2.2        The survey of schools, SACRE discussed in the last academic year showed 
that of the 27 schools that responded to last year’s survey, 12 reported they 



 
 

had adopted the Thurrock Agreed Syllabus fully, 2 did not answer, 6 mostly, 6 
partly and 1 not at all. 

2.3      Of the 9 secondary schools that responded, NONE said they had adopted the 
Agreed Syllabus fully. The greatest variations in the level of provision reported 
was at key stage 4 (14-16 year olds). 

2.4      The RE Council’s National Content Standard aims to provide a non-statutory 
benchmark for syllabus providers and other bodies to evaluate their work.  It is 
specifically for use in England.  It is not a curriculum, and it does not 
determine precisely what content schools should teach.  Rather it is a 
standard by which different RE curricula, content, pedagogy, and provision 
can be benchmarked. The plan is to encourage Academy Trusts to adopt the 
NCS, in their drive to raise standards across the curriculum. The REC has 
already secured endorsement from several academy trusts, from major faith 
groups and from the Oak National Academy. 

 
3 Issues, Options and Analysis of Options 
 
3.1 The Academy Trusts are currently under no obligation to adopt the NCS, but 

the ambition is to build support in such a way that, the standard becomes the 
accepted benchmark for high quality RE 

 
3.2 Thurrock has data to demonstrate that whilst some pupils in Thurrock 

experience a thorough and comprehensive religious education, others do not 
and are therefore ill-equipped to take their place in a multi-religious and multi-
secular world.  

 
3.3 This means SACRE has the option to continue to report on these inequalities, 

or can take action that has a good chance of challenging the status quo. 
 
4 Reasons for Recommendation 
 
4.1 SACRE is funded through the Central Schools Services Block of school 

funding to support RE in all schools, including Academies. They therefore 
have a responsibility to challenge the inequalities they find.  

 
5 Consultation (including Overview and Scrutiny, if applicable) 
 
5.1 Not applicable 
 
6 Impact on corporate policies, priorities, performance and community 

impact 

6.1 The Local Authority reviews its Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education on a 
regular basis. 



 
 

• publishes an Annual Report of its work. 
• offers guidance on resources and methods of teaching and in 

consultation with Thurrock Schools. 
• monitors the quality of provision for RE and Collective Acts of Worship 

in Thurrock. 

This exercise falls under the third element of this programme. 

7. Implications 
 
7.1 Financial 

 
Implications verified by: David May   

Head of Finance Children Services and 
Dedicated Schools Grant 

 
There are no financial implications to this report since the activities 
recommended in this report will be conducted by the Associate RE Adviser as 
part of her work. 
 

7.2 Legal 
 
Implications verified by: Daniel Longe 

Principal Solicitor 
  
This report asks that SACRE accepts a recommendation for action that 
comes within the remit of its monitoring function.   
 
 

7.3 Diversity and Equality 
 

Implications verified by: Becky Lee  
Team Manager, Community Development and 
Equalities 

 
The aim of this report is to encourage more equality in the level of provision 
for RE in Thurrock.  If Academies adopt the NCS, it is likely to help raise 
standards. Higher standards in the teaching of RE will help schools to fulfil 
their statutory duty to promote community cohesion and to encourage better 
respect and tolerance for those with different religious and non-religious 
worldviews 
 
 

7.4 Other implications (where significant) – i.e. Staff, Health Inequalities, 
Sustainability, Crime and Disorder or Impact on Looked After Children 

• Not applicable 



 
 

8. Background papers used in preparing the report (including their location 
on the Council’s website or identification whether any are exempt or protected 
by copyright): 

 
• None 

 
9. Appendices to the report 
 

• Appendix 1 – A presentation on the National Content Standard for RE 

 
Report Author: 
 
Deborah Weston 
Associate Adviser for RE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Appendix 1  

 

The Religious Education Council’s
National Content Standard 2023

Deborah Weston



 
 

 

 

Presentation title 3

The National Content Standard for Religious Education

 exists within the context ofNational Plan for Religious Education

 aims to embed the standardinto the planning and delivery of the
subject in England

 draws on the REC’sReligion and Worldviews in the Classroom
project

 links to other relevant national publicationsfrom the last 5 years.

 is set out in the style of theNational Curriculum document

 outlines how a National Content Standard for the subject might apply
in different types of school.

 Includes appendices that summariserelevant sources and
evidence that have been considered

What is a National Plan
for Religious Education?

 builds on the principles set out in the Commission on RE
(2018)

 reflects changes that have impacted the education sector
since that time, including to

 initial teacher training and early career development,
 the expansion of the academy schools programme and
 a further decline in the level and quality of provision for RE,

evidenced for example, in DfE school workforce data and the
Ofsted Research Review (2021).
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Where does the NCS fit within a National Plan for RE?

It is proposed that:
 a National Content Standard for RE/an education in religion and worldviews be established to set

a benchmark for what constitutes high quality in this subject (see page 4)
Where Academies are free to determine their own curriculum, the Funding Agreement should be

amended to specify the nature of the provision required to secure the expected quality of
RE/education in religion and worldviews, with the effect that the published syllabus for the subject in
these contexts must demonstrate due regard to the National Content Standard.
 systems are established, including through the inspection process, to hold more effectively to

account, those schools that are failing to have due regard to a National Content Standard.

5

Stephen Morgan MP Shadow Minister for Education–
Westminster Hall Debate

Why do we need a National Content Standard for
RE?

• At the heart of the National Plan for Religious Education is the need to establish a benchmark for
what constitutes high quality in the subject – a National Content Standard.

• Such a benchmark could be used in clarification of regulations about the nature of provision
required in Academy schools and may helpfully provide non-statutory guidance for the arms-length
curriculum body, Oak National Academy

• Likewise, the National Plan and National Content Standard may support Standing Advisory Councils
on Religious Education and others with responsibility for RE to play their part in raising standards
for all children.
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An adapted National Curriculum style

• The National Content Standard draws upon a range of sources and presented in the style of the
National Curriculum Programmes of Study.

• This approach recognises that, whilst the sources set out in the appendices establish that all state
funded schools must teach RE, neither primary legislation nor supplementary documents such as
academy funding agreements, provide a benchmark for the breadth, depth and level of ambition of
the curriculum.

• Without a National Content Standard therefore, Religious Education lacks parity with the subjects of
the National Curriculum despite its statutory place at the core of the basic curriculum
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Selecting content
1. Legal Framework

2. Intention
3. Inclusive Principle

4. Contextual Factors

5. Collectively enough principle
6. Coherency

Presentation title 9

Subject content - exemplar

• should be read within the context of the legal framework including the primary legislation cited above
for different types of school, and case law which together set an expectation that pupils will develop
knowledge and understanding of the matters of central importance for the religious and non -religious
worldviews studied.

• The material below is indicative of the breadth, depth and ambition of the curriculum content about
religious and non-religious worldviews, that is required in a curriculum that would meet this National
Content Standard.

• However, schools are not required by law to teach this exemplar content .
• The standard builds on the legal framework in its assumption that the content of a curriculum in this

subject will be age appropriate and focus on religious and non -religious worldviews rather than on
content which is the focus of a different curriculum subject .

• Likewise, for all pupils to have equal access to high quality education in religion and worldviews, the
subject must be given adequate time and resources commensurate with its place as a core component
of the basic curriculum.
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Presentation title 11

EXEMPLAR OF CONTENT THAT WOULD MEET THIS STANDARD

In relation to religion and belief, pupils must be taught:

Content
▪ Nature/formation/expression: What is meant by worldview and how people’s worldviews are formed and expressed through a
complex mix of influences and experiences
▪ Organised/individual: How people’s individual worldviews relate to wider, organised or institutional worldviews
▪ Contexts: How worldviews have contexts, reflecting time and place, are highly diverse, and feature continuity and change.
▪ Meaning and purpose: How worldviews may offer responses to fundamental questions raised by human experience
▪ Values, commitments and morality: How worldviews may provide guidance on how to live a good life
▪ Influence and power: How worldviews influence, and are influenced by, people and societies
Engagement
▪ Ways of knowing: The field of study of worldviews is to be explored using diverse ways of knowing.
▪ Lived experience: The field of study of worldviews is to include a focus on the lived experience of people.
▪ Dialogue/interpretation: The field of study of worldviews is to be shown as a dynamic area of debate
Position
▪ Personal worldviews reflexivity: Pupils will reflect on and potentially develop their personal worldviews and make scholarly
judgements in the light of their study in the light of their study of religious and non-religious worldviews.
▪ Personal worldviews impact: Pupils will reflect on how their worldviews affect their learning

Making good progress – an exemplar
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Appendix B – A survey of schools about their use of the Thurrock Agreed Syllabus 

Name of school 
Has your academy chosen to adopt the 

Thurrock Agreed Syllabus? (This refers to 
the syllabus and not the units of work 

1. Woodside primary Academy No answer 

2. Horndon-on-the-Hill No answer 

3. Stifford Clays  Yes - fully 

4. Aveley Primary Yes - fully 

5. Corringham Primary School Yes - fully 

6. Quarry Hill Academy Yes - fully 

7. Somers Heath Primary School Yes - fully 

8. Tudor Court Primary School Yes - fully 

9. Arthur Bugler Primary school Yes - fully 

10. Gateway Primary Free School Yes - fully 

11. Orsett Heath Academy Yes - fully 

12. Belmont Castle Academy  Yes - fully 

13. Deneholm Yes - fully 

14. Warren Primary School Yes - fully 

15. Dilkes Academy  Yes - mostly 

16. Aveley Primary school  Yes - mostly 
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17. Kenningtons Primary Academy Yes - mostly 

18. Stanford-le-Hope Primary School Yes - mostly 

1. The Hathaway Academy Yes - mostly 

2 Harris Ockendon Yes - mostly 

3    Harris Academy Riverside Yes - partly 

4    William Edwards  Yes - partly 

5    St Clere’s School Yes - partly 

6 Harris academy Chafford Hundred Yes - partly 

7 Gateway Academy Yes - partly 

8 Gable Hall No 

9 Ortu Hassenbrook Academy Yes - partly 
Of 27 schools that responded to last year’s survey, 12 reported they had adopted the Thurrock 
Agreed Syllabus fully, 2 did not answer, 6 mostly, 6 partly and 1 not at all. 

Of the 9 secondary schools that responded, none said they had adopted the Agreed Syllabus fully.  

 


